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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of 
Country throughout Australia, in this situation the 
owners of the land hosting the Victorian 
electricity transmission network and the lands on 
which participants are located. 
We recognise the continuing connection to land, 
waters and culture. 
We pay our respects to their Elders past, present 
and emerging.

Recognition of Country



Helplines
Note that some off the content of today’s discussion can be distressing.

If you want to respond personally, please ring one of the following services:

Lifeline: 13 11 14

1800RESPECT (1800 737 732) re family and domestic violence, 
including “elder abuse”

Beyond Blue: 1300 22 46 36 regarding mental health 



Where to start?

§ Not a new concern

§ Post 1930’s depression, very few services and supports for 
older Australians, many frail and elderly people relied on 
“Christian charity” to survive.

§ Methodist Conference in SA in 1935 enthusiastically 
approved “home for elderly ladies to be established.” 
Resthaven established.

(In many families, the youngest daughter’s job was looking after the elderly parents 

– often in the family home. So when the parents died, they were left homeless - the 
eldest sons usually got the house!)



40 years later: Henderson Poverty Inquiry
The Henderson Commission's main findings: 
§ Over 10 per cent of income units in 1972-73 were below the Commission's poverty line. 

A further 8 per cent were defined as 'rather poor', having an income of less than 20 per 
cent above that line. 

§ About 7 per cent of income units were below the poverty line after housing costs were 
taken into account. Those renting from private landlords were the poorest group. 

§ About three-quarters of those below the poverty line (before housing) were not in the 
workforce. 

§ Overall, female sole parent families comprised the largest proportion of very poor 
people. 

§ About one-third of the single aged were very poor before housing. However, less than 
10 percent were very poor after housing, because a large number were home-owners. 

§ The group with the largest percentage gap between its income and the poverty line 
comprised large families on wages on or just above the minimum wage. 

§ There was significantly more poverty in rural areas on a before housing basis. After 
housing, however, the difference was not as significant.



Smith Family (NATSEM analysis) 1999
Smith Family, Financial Disadvantage in Australia: 1999, found that in 1999:
§ Income poverty had declined slightly since the 1980s: 13.3 per cent of 

Australians were in poverty in 1999, compared with 14.6 per cent in 1982. 
§ Aged persons: of all poor Australians, only nine per cent live in a family headed 

by a person aged 65 years or more. On an after-housing basis, only six per 
cent of all poor Australians live in households headed by an aged person. 

§ Poverty mainly affects those of working age: almost one-third of those in poverty 
live in families where the head is not in the labour force, while over one quarter 
are in families where the head is unemployed. 

Comment:
So not unreasonable to deduce that Henderson Inquiry was significant in reducing 
poverty in older households.



And another 46 years later (2021)
As a community Service Organisation we are experiencing:
§ Growing numbers of older (over 50), single women who are homeless or at risk of 

homelessness and contacting crisis homelessness services.
§ Domestic violence and impacts of DV recurring through just about every one of the 

100+ services we provide
§ Substantial ‘elder abuse’, mainly by children of older mothers
§ Mental health impacts are ubiquitous
We also know
§ 35% of women have no money prepared for retirement 
§ 1/3rd Australian women do not have any superannuation at all, including 60 per cent of 

women aged 65 to 69. (OLDER WOMEN IN AUSTRALIA: HOUSING INSECURITY AND HOMELESSNESS 2020)

§ Minimal safe and affordable housing options
§ Employment options remain limited. Lower paid and more casualised sectors
§ Gender based pay gaps remain
§ Aged pension age now 67 years



Relative Old Age Poverty Rate OECD
Housing with an ageing demographic(ARC) Centre of Excellence in Population Ageing Research



Renters ABS 41300, Table 6, Housing Occupancy and Costs, Australia, 2017–18
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Loneliness in SA, 2020 (Uniting Communities surveys 2020)
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Domestic 
Violence: 
Burden of 
Disease 
increasing 
for older 
women

AIHW:Family, 
domestic and sexual 
violence in Australia 
2019



% of victims reported to elder abuse helplines, 
Australia 2017-18



Final Slide



Thanks for your participation
Other activities of interest;
§ National Summit on Women’s Safety 2021 (6-7 September)
§ WEN NSW forum, add in link?
§ Other
§ The recording of the event will be posted to https://esacentral.org.au

Note contact numbers for help services:
§ Lifeline: 13 11 14
§ 1800RESPECT (1800 737 732) re family and domestic violence, 
§ Beyond Blue: 1300 22 46 36    regarding mental health 


