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So, what’s the story here? 
Intervention is by far the exception rather than the rule 

All firms operating in 
Australia 

Gov’t 
assisted DIIS 

Firms assisted by multiple DIIS programs 
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So, what’s the story here? 
If it’s such a small number of firms being assisted by multiple programs, why do we care? 

How small of an issue is it? 
(is it as ‘small’ as we think?) 
 

• Research rationale 

1 
 

Better program design/refinement 
 

3 
 

Better understanding 
of assisted firms 
(linkages between 
programs) 
 

2 
 

Complements the push to evaluate DIIS programs 
 



5 

The data — DIIS programs in this analysis 
Nine broad program groups (financial subcomponents only)  

• Not all DIIS programs 
are included in this 
analysis 
• (only those prioritised 
for evaluation) 

• Future research will 
incorporate all DIIS 
programs, including 
service based (non-
financial) 
subcomponents 
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DIIS programs in this analysis 
Differences in program data: arriving at an ‘instance of assistance’ 

• What is an instance 
of assistance? 

§  Assistance to an 
ABN in a specific 
financial year under 
a specific program 

• Grant program 
assistance is 
apportioned to 
financial years based 
on project start and 
end dates 
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DIIS programs in this analysis 
Each blue dot represents the financial size of an instance of assistance 

• Assistance provided 
through DIIS programs 
differs in design, intent 
and financial size 
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Analysis is now of firms that 
receive instances of assistance 
 
Persistent firms 
 
Firms assisted by multiple 
programs 

Multiple 
assistance 
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Before analysing firms that receive multiple instances of assistance… 
…There are 2 main drawbacks (we don’t know what we don’t know) 

• What if the ABN is part 
of a larger corporate 
group?  
• (unidentified 
connections with other 
ABNs) 

• 1.	 • What if the firm (ABN) 
participated in another 
DIIS program that is not 
yet in our database? • 2.	

There’s (potential) solutions to both, but at this stage, multiple 
instances of assistance analysis is imperfect. 
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DIIS program assistance 
130,000 instances of assistance provided to 36 thousand unique ABNs (1997-98 to 2017-18) 

• 36,701 
• Unique ABNs 

• 10,756 
• One appearance 

only 

• 25,945 
• 2+ appearances 

• Persistent 
firms 

• Firms assisted 
by multiple 
programs 
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A quick look at persistence 

• Firms are less and less 
likely to receive 
assistance for longer 
periods of time 

• The bottom chart 
shows grant project 
length 
§  More a function of 

grant program 
design than firm 
behaviour 

 

Firms (ABNs) that receive assistance from R&D tax program(s) v grant programs 
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Moving to firms that receive assistance from multiple programs 

• 2+ program groups 
• 2,222 ABNs 

Out of 36 thousand firms, only 6.1 per cent are assisted by more than one DIIS program 
 

• Firms assisted 
by multiple 
programs 

• 3 program groups 
• 138 ABNs 

• 4 program groups 
• A handful of ABNs 

• R&D tax program(s) is 
driving this result 

Most R&D tax program 
assisted firms do not 
receive assistance from 
DIIS grant programs. 
 
Contributing reasons: 
§  Clawback 
§  Grant programs typically 

target smaller firms 
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Proportion of firms that receive assistance from multiple programs 

CleanTech 

• Automotive New Markets 

• Accelerating Commercialisation 
& Commercialisation Australia 

• Venture Capital 

Firms assisted by certain DIIS grant programs can be very likely to receive assistance from another program 
 

The programs most likely 
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Honing in on one program group 

77 per cent of AC & CA assisted 
firms were assisted by at least 
one other program 
 
The x-axis shows that ‘other’ 
program 
 
The R&D tax program(s) were 
overwhelmingly that ‘other’ 
program 

Accelerating Commercialisation & Commercialisation Australia 
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Measuring the length of time between program interactions 

Initial program à 
Subsequent program 
interactions separated by 
three or more financial years 
are most common  
(blue dots) 
 
But 
Initial program à R&D tax 
program(s) typically two 
financial years or less (68%)  

Red dots show that the initial and subsequent program interaction by firms was 2 years or less apart 
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Additional analysis and 
evaluation efforts 

Where to 
now? 



17 

Future analysis 
Where to now? 

• NOW 

• Move analysis to BLADE  

§  Characteristics of persistent or 
multiple program assisted 
firms 

§  Do multiple program assisted 
firms outperform? 

• EVENTUAL 
 
§  More DIIS program data for 

integration 
 Program data from all 
 government portfolios? States 
 and territories? 

§  Improved program design 
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Combined assistance increases with programs and financial years  
Not necessarily causal: needs to be investigated with firm characteristic variables in BLADE 
 


