ESA Distinguished Public Policy Fellow Award 2026: Dr David Gruen AO

Dr Gruen has served as the Australian Statistician since December 2019, leading the Australian
Bureau of Statistics as its Agency Head. He also serves as Head of the Australian Public Service Data
Profession, sits on the board of the e61 Institute, and chairs the Sir Roland Wilson Foundation. His
career has been defined by leadership of the key economic institutions of Australian policymaking:
he headed the Economic Research Department at the Reserve Bank of Australia from 1998 to 2002,
led the Macroeconomic Group at the Australian Treasury as its Executive Director, and served as
Deputy Secretary, Economic, and Australia’s G20 Sherpa at the Department of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet. He holds PhDs in physiology from Cambridge and in economics from the ANU, and was
appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2022 for distinguished service to public
administration and economic research.

The Society honours Dr Gruen in particular for championing the ABS Datalab, BLADE, and PLIDA,
arguably the most important research infrastructure innovation for Australian economists in the last
30 years. Built from existing administrative and survey data, the Datalab provides secure access to
detailed longitudinal, person and business level datasets, enabling descriptive and causal analysis on
qguestions that were previously out of reach. While many in academia and the public service
contributed to its development, Dr Gruen has been the key figure in promoting the idea and bringing
it to fruition.



