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Victoria’s research sits at the intersection of health economics, development economics and the 

economics of gender, examining how psychological wellbeing, health shocks and social norms 

interact with poverty in low and middle income settings. Her most widely cited work, published in 

the American Economic Review in 2020, shows that treating maternal depression through cognitive 

behavioural therapy produces durable improvements in women’s economic empowerment and 

parental investment in children in rural Pakistan. The paper has shaped how economists understand 

the relationship between mental health and household economic outcomes. 

A graduate of the University of Chicago, Victoria joined the University of Melbourne in 2013. Her 

publications span the American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, the Journal of Health 

Economics and The Lancet Psychiatry, and she has attracted exceptional competitive funding for her 

career stage, including two NIH R01 grants totalling over US$5.4 million and an ARC Discovery Project 

on the impacts of masculinity norms. She is co-founder and Director of the FBE Gender Lab at 

Melbourne, Deputy Director of the Centre for Market Design, and an Associate Editor of the Journal 

of Health Economics. She delivered the 2025 Giblin Lecture at the University of Tasmania. Her work is 

original, rigorous and of substantial policy consequence. 

 


